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June 23, 2019 – Kev’s eGroup Sermon Notes  

Ballantyne Campus 

Pastor Robert Madu from Trinity Church  

Sermon Title:  Get Over It – Overcoming the offense of being ignored, made to feel insignificant, and 

being insulted.   

Youtube video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRVOJAmLDO4  

 

Elevation worship 

• You are good – Bethel Church:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pomqj7acJc4  

• Halleluiah Here Below (with over 4.5M views):   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWpSa_fKt84   

 

Scripture:   

• Mathew 15:  21 to 28:  The Faith of a Canaanite Woman:  21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to 

the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, 

“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”  23 

Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she 

keeps crying out after us.”  24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  25 The 

woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  26 He replied, “It is not right to take 

the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”  27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”  28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great 

faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 

• Mathew 24:  Matthew 24 New International Version (NIV):  The Destruction of the Temple and Signs 

of the End Times - 24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him 

to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not 

one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”  3 As Jesus was sitting on 

the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, 

and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 Jesus answered: “Watch out 

that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will 

deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. 

Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the 

beginning of birth pains.  9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and 

you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith 

and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many 

people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one 

who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 

whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

• Luke 17 New International Version (NIV):  Sin, Faith, Duty - 17 Jesus said to his disciples: “Things 

that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It 

would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to 

cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.  “If your brother or sister[a] sins 

against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven 

times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”  5 The 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRVOJAmLDO4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pomqj7acJc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWpSa_fKt84
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apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard 

seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes:   

• Open prayer and comments:  Say this: “Neighbor, I waited all week to sit next to you.”  Did anyone 

come to God’s house today with an expectation - a red bull blow-your-mind expectation?  This is my 

second time here - and as rule – the first time I am your guest and the 2nd time I am straight up 

family.  I was just in Israel two days ago in the holy land and now I am in the holy land of charlotte.  

In Israel I saw how a patch of land turned the world upside down.  In walking into this church today, 

it is amazing to see what was started here by six families – and is now reverberating around the 

world – you are crazy blessed to be a part of Elevation Church.  Make some noise for your church.  

The grass does not get any greener anywhere else – and if it did it would be AstroTurf – and your 

Pastor is so good that he has the relational equity to get anyone behind this pulpit.   

• Open prayer:  Heavenly Father – Have your way – speak to us – allow us to leave differently verses 

the way we came in – In Jesus name amen.   

• The title of today’s sermon is “Get Over It.”   
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• Recap from a prior sermon by Pastor Robert Madu at Elevation:   

o “God will offer you desperation to push you into your purpose.  God will offer you 

desperation to push you into your destiny – desperation is the door that offers you 

breakthrough – sometimes we are not desperate enough for God - desperation will open 

doors that complacency will keep shut.   

o I am often asked what is my favorite place to preach – and my response is that the 

ministry has little to do with address of a place – but everything to do with the 

attitude and the disposition of the people present.   

o I would rather preach in a basement to three desperate people than preach to 500 stuck 

up people in the Bahamas - who act like they do not need God.  If you give me desperate 

people, signs and wonders will appear and the atmosphere will shift – and God will show 

himself strong.”  

• I thought this was a good sermon when I visited you last time – I did what every confident and 

emotionally mature preacher does – I read the on-line reviews – and 90% of the comments were 

positive – but those were not the comments that I screen shot and saved on my phone - and many 

were offended by the metaphor involving the Bahamas.   

• My point as a preacher and pontificator of the gospel was to say the meager and eager audience 

would be preferred over a large apathetic audience – where the basement vs. the Bahamas 

comparison was solely to compare and contrast the magnificent environment vs. the mundane 

environment - and was in no way meant to degrade the great people from The Bahamas.   

• I just needed two words to juxtapose - that started with the letter B.   

• Many demanded an apology and were offended.   

• Just to be clear – I would love to preach in the Bahamas – and If I could, I would leave Charlotte right 

now and go preach in the Bahamas – Charlotte is a nice city – however, it is not the Bahamas.   

• It is a bit sad that some people missed the transformational truth of my entire message – not 

because it couldn’t be comprehended – but because they were offended.   

• Ladies and gentlemen and brothers and sisters – we now find ourselves in the era of offense – 

where we are all perpetually offended.   

• Have you noticed?  Everybody everywhere is perpetually offended about everything all the time. 

• It is as if victimhood has gone viral - were being offended is no longer perceived to be a weakness in 

your character - but is now your constitutional right to be offended. 

• It’s like we no longer living in the USA - we are living in the USO - because everyone lives in the  

United State of Offense.  Men are offended - women are offended - the millennial’s are offended - 

the baby boomers are offended - Democrats are offended - Republicans are offended - the atheists 

are offended - the Saints are offended – an yes my beloved New Orleans Saints continue to be 

offended after the NFC championship game. 

• Even vegans and vegetarians are offended - that are now calling for the removal meat-based 

metaphors - where we are to stop saying things like “bring home the bacon” and “stop beating a 

dead horse” and “to kill two birds with one stone.”     

• Some vegetarians were driven to a level of offense that they played sounds of animals being 

slaughtered on large speakers and played them at steakhouses.  And they even went to jail. 

• This is the variability of offense - where an offense might be humorous to me – it might be serious to 

someone else. 
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• To be clear every one of us has - at some point - some touchy subject where we become offended - 

were given the circumstances and the wrong day of the week - we become offended - where we  

find ourselves in a jail cell sitting right next to the animal activist that is playing loud animal noise at 

a steakhouse. 

• So, what are we to do with our offenses? 

• Do you remember the game Operation?  (That preceded fortnight) - where if you touched the sides 

with surgical tweezers the nose of the patient turned bright red - this is us - given a particular set of 

circumstances – and the right person hits us at the right time - we become offended – and our nose 

with light up like Rudolph - in anger. 

• What are we to do in a culture of perpetual offense? 

• See Mathew 24 

• When we read Matthew 24 we can miss the point made in verse 10 - many will be offended.  

Stated another way:  One of the Blue’s Clues of my (Jesus’) return is that we will be a culture and 

society in a state of perpetual offense. 

• See Luke 17 

• The one thing that is impossible according to Jesus is that no offenses will come.  In other words 

Jesus is saying I guarantee that offenses will come in your life.  It is part of being a breathing human - 

he promises you that your spouse will get on your nerves - he promises you that you will get jacked-

up over a text message - he promises that you will get activated trying to find a parking spot at 

Walmart. 

• Jesus also says that don’t let the offenses come from you. 

• A millstone is about the size of a large washing machine. 

• In the text it says that it’s impossible for you not to be offended - because an offense and being 

offended are two separate things – the offense is what happened – being offended is a reaction - 

offense says:  You did it.  Offended says:  I’ll never forgive him. 

• Pastor Furtick says that an offense is an event and offended is a decision. 

• The biblical text is powerful in that Jesus says offenses will come - but being offended is optional. 

• This means that it’s both possible and plausible for you to live your life un-offended. 

• Jesus says I have a power and grace that not many believers tap into it is possible to live your life 

unoffended. 

• And here’s the question I’ve been asking you all week:  what is your current level of offended 

ability? 

• How much does it take for you to get offended? 

• Is your offend-ability too high?   

• In praying about this, I believe God spoke to me and told me that my level of offend-ability is too 

high.  I know that God has big things in store for me - massive things in store for me - things that 

my eyes have not seen - that my ears have not heard - things that have not yet entered into my 

heart - things that God is already prepared for me - and God tells me that I’ll never be able to 

handle the big things as long as it keeps taking the smallest thing for me to get offended. 

• I have reached the conclusion that my level of offend-ability is a reflection of my Christian 

maturity. 

• I believe that God puts the miracle on the other side of an offense - so that you will be faced with 

the decision - to stay small where you are – or grow-up and get-over it.   
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• What do we do with our offenses? 

• When God spoke to me about the subject - I did not shout and I did not clap.  In fact, my first 

response was to become offended.  God what you mean that my level of offended ability is too high 

- no way! 

• And even Jesus knows how to offend you.  (Just read the sermon on the Mount) - he is the way 

the truth and the light – and truth always offends. 

• Sometimes Jesus will have a truth that will offend us -before the same truth can transform us. 

• Jesus will offend you whether you like it or not - sort of like spandex and drunk people.   

• Jesus will offend every relationship you have. 

• In every relationship that you have – you will run the risk of offense. 

• Relationship is the context of offense - we don’t get offended in isolation - unless we are 

schizophrenic - most of us can’t say to ourselves “I can’t stand what you did to me in isolation.” 

• I submit to you this thought:  If Jesus hasn’t offended you yet, you might not yet have a an effective 

relationship with Jesus. 

• Sometimes people offend you and sometime Jesus offends you - and sometimes a combination of 

the two offend you. 

• And this is exactly what is happening in our text today in the gospel of Matthew. 

• See Matthew 15 

• The Canaanite woman is considered a pagan to the Israelites - representing years of strife - years of 

offense - and years of disagreement.  And it took tremendous courage for the Canaanite woman to 

seek healing from Jesus and his Jewish homeboys. 

• Have you ever walked into a room where everybody in the room hated you? 

• When the devil is messing with your child, you will be motivated to do courageous things as well. 

• And the Canaanite woman was exhausted and tired of caring for her daughter. 

• She heard that demons tremble and the sick are healed by Jesus - at just the mere mention of his 

matchless name. 

• After the woman cries out to Jesus and his disciples, she is ignored at first.  See verse 23. 

• Have you ever had to deal with the offense being ignored? 

• Consider an offense to be a stumbling block while going through life. 

• Consider the process of being offended by a prayer that goes unanswered. 

• We can all relate to this. 

• Recall the humorous story of Pastor Robert being ignored by his Nigerian father when he asked 

permission to attend a party with friends at 2:00 AM on Friday night. 

• I think being ignored is worse than being rejected. 

• Because when we are rejected at least we know where we stand.  

• The offense of being ignored is very pervasive in our culture because all of us have an incessant 

need to be noticed. 

• However, this woman did not give up after being ignored. 

• Sometimes there is power in our persistence 

• don’t stop and don’t give up too soon. 

• Keep pressing and keep pushing. 

• The Canaanite woman did not get an immediate response from Jesus - but she did get a response 

from his disciples. 
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• See verse 23 - the disciple’s solution was to send her away. 

• The disciples represent the offense of the institution – the church.  

• Some of the greatest offenses that occur do not come from Jesus - but from the people who bear his 

name - the people who represent Jesus - have you ever had to deal with an offense within the 

church?   

• And what do you do when you are offended by the institution of the church or by people within 

the church?  I have a message for anyone that was offended by someone bearing the name of 

Jesus:  I’m not saying it was right.  But know this:  Never project the nature of man onto the 

character of God.  Although he/she offended you, Jesus is not going to forsake you.  Just because 

they were wrong does not mean that God is wrong.  And God has a unique way of using the church 

to heal your church hurt - So my message today is don’t leave, stay planted in a church. 

• And because the Canaanite woman stayed, God spoke. 

• If you will stay, God will speak 

• Don’t walk away - if you stay God will speak. 

• And you may not like what He says. 

• See verse 24  

• Translation:  Jesus is here first for the people of Israel.  I’m not here for you I’m here for the lost 

sheep of Israel. 

• This is the offense of insignificance. 

• Can you imagine how the Canaanite woman felt? 

• Offenses are likely glass lenses – I see things a certain way and you see things a different way.  We 

always see offenses from our vantage point through our lenses.  And if we exchanged glasses we 

would see things through different people’s lenses - and we have the potential to see things 

differently. 

• So, when the offense comes - we need to ask God to see things in the right way - or even better get 

someone else into the situation that is not wearing the same (discriminating) lenses. 

• From Jesus’s perspective it’s not insignificance, it is precedence.  This is good teaching when we 

experience the offense being felt insignificant.   

• Is the children of Israel that take precedence - this is the equivalent of one of us going to the ER to 

address a sprained ankle - while another patient needs emergency triage following a gunshot 

wound.  The gunshot victim will take precedence over your sprained ankle. 

• However, in a culture where everyone is a bit of a narcissist, the focus is on you, and we conclude - 

oh well - I guess he doesn’t care about me? 

• How many people do you know that walked away from church because they felt insignificant? 

• Then the woman drops to her knees and she changes her posture.   

• She’s not going to walk away - she is going to assume a posture of worship expressing - both glory 

and honor - where we start to see the healer and not just healing. 

• What’s the Canaanite woman is on her knees worshiping Jesus turns up the heat even more. 

• See vs 27 

• Our compassionate Savior and loving Father says that we should not take bread and give it to dogs.  

Ouch!  What is he saying here?   
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• There are some cultural differences that we don’t understand in this text.  In this culture - if you are 

outside of the covenant of Abraham, you are considered a dog.  It was very common for Jews to call 

Gentiles “wild dogs.”  And Jesus was just keeping with the culture here.   

• In translating this Greek text, Jesus does not use the common form of the word dog.  Jesus uses the 

term pet dog versus wild dog - and many Bible scholars debate this. 

• This is the offense of being insulted. 

• Have you ever been insulted like this?  Here is an example: “How can you provide effective advice 

when-year-old child was on drugs?” 

• If we experienced the same thing this Canaanite woman experienced - to be ignored, to be 

rejected, made to feel insignificant, and now insulted - we would probably say “I’m over it.”   

• At some point the Canaanite woman probably understood the difference between a pet dog and a 

wild dog – a wild dog does not have a place to go - but a pet dog does have a place - a pet dog can 

be protected and sheltered. 

• And life is predicated on who your master is - and less on the offenses. 

• And when we would know who the master is, we can get over the offenses of being ignored, being 

made insignificant, and being insulted.   

• Was our Savior insulted when he hung on the cross dying - and then said father forgive them for 

they know not what they are doing? 

• Just like the Canaanite woman learned, we have to learn to get over it - by delivering the best praise 

that we have. 

• Get over it.  See the above pictures.   

• And at that moment - the miracle came.  At that moment- which moment?  The moment we get 

over it.  The miracle arrives at the time that we get over the last offense. 

• And the miracle was in the background the whole time.  

• You have the miracle - you just have to take the step in getting over it. 

• Yes - the offense could have been a big deal - and you have a decision to make - you can stay 

stopped where you are - or you can say I want my miracle - more than any offense that comes my 

way. 

• Offenses an event - being offended is a decision. 

• And God wants to give someone the grace today - to get over it. 

• The Canaanite woman would never have gotten her miracle had she walked away. 

• Also note that the Canaanite woman is only one of two people in the New Testament where Jesus 

commanded them for their strong faith. 

• Why did she have great faith?  Because she would not let any of the four offenses stop her.  

 

  

 

 


