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Scripture:  Nehemiah 6: 1-9:  Nehemiah 6 New International Version (NIV):  Further Opposition to the 

Rebuilding:  6 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that 

I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the 

gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the 

villages[a] on the plain of Ono.”  But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them 

with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I 

leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them 

the same answer.  5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his 

hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written:  “It is reported among the nations—and Geshem[b] 

says it is true—that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. 

Moreover, according to these reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even appointed 

prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report 

will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.”  8 I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you 

are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your head.”  9 They were all trying to frighten 

us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it will not be completed.”  But I prayed, 

“Now strengthen my hands.” 

 

A short bio of Nehemiah as quoted in my Chuck Swindoll Study Bible:   

• “We meet him as an adult serving in the Persian royal court as the personal cup-bearer to King 

Artaxerxes (Neh. 1: 11–2: 1). This prestigious position reveals something of Nehemiah’s upright 

character. Though he remained in Persia after the exiles had been allowed allowed to go home 

• The book of Nehemiah could be read as a sequel to the book of Ezra, and some scholars believe the 

two were originally one work.  

• Where Are We? The book of Nehemiah opens in the Persian city of Susa in the year 444 BC. Later 

that year, Nehemiah traveled to Judah, leading the third of three returns by the Jewish people 

following their seventy years of exile in Babylon (Ezra tells the story of the earlier two returns).  

• Most of the book centers on events in Jerusalem. The narrative concludes around the year 430 BC, 

and scholars believe the book was written shortly thereafter.  

• Nehemiah records the last historical events of the Old Testament.  

• Although the book of Esther appears after Nehemiah in the canon, the events in Esther occurred in 

the time period between Ezra 6 and 7, between the first and second returns of the people to Judah.  

• Why Is Nehemiah So Important? Nehemiah was a layman, not a priest like Ezra nor a prophet like 

Malachi.  

• He served the Persian king in a secular position before leading a group of Jews to Jerusalem in order 

to rebuild the city walls. His familiarity with politics proved to be very important in leading the 

Jewish community during their rebuilding efforts. Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the Jews withstood 

opposition and came together to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Nehemiah led by example, giving up 

a respected position in a palace for hard labor in a politically insignificant district.   



• Nehemiah’s humility before God (see his moving intercessory prayers in Nehemiah 1 and 9) 

provided an example for the people.  

• He did not claim glory for himself but always gave God the credit for his successes.”   

 

 

 

 

Sermon by Wade Joy – “Stacking Strengths” 

• Nehemiah was a leader that led a remnant of Jews back to Jerusalem and out of exile in building a 

wall around the city.  When we read about him in Chapter 6, he is facing a lot of setbacks. 

• Prayer: We thank you for the strength that flows from your word.  God, we thank you for the 

strength that flows from your presence.       

• Recall Wade’s story of the day of reckoning for drinking six+ diet cokes per day – and the recent 

diagnosis of kidney stones.   This is my vice.  6 diet cokes per day X 20 years = one painful 3 mm 

kidney stone that required 2 to 3 weeks to pass.  Something the size of 3 mm could shut my system 

down.   

• Because small things make a big impact.   

• This is the moto to live by.   

• Here is the other side of this thinking:  A decades long relationship can be ruined with one betrayal. 

Or one mistake can have dramatic implications for your entire future.   

• Gal 5:9:  Don’t you know that even when you let a little lie into you heart, it can permeate your 

entire belief system.   

• We all want to be like Nehemiah that do great things for God – that builds things.   

• However, there is one little lie that looks like the truth that takes up residency in my heart – to the 

extent that I don’t think that I can do things for God.   

• It makes me think that God is using other people instead of me.   

• And, it stops me in my tracks – time and time again.   



• And this lie is so dangerous because is sounds like the truth.   

• And perhaps you struggle with this too.   

• And the lie I tell myself all too often that my greatest impact happens when I take giant steps of 

faith.   

• And I conclude that God only uses me when I take the big risk. 

• When I take the huge step of faith.   

• If I want to be honest, I think that God only uses me during two times I preach each year.   

• And, God used me to endure medical issues with my children – what about every other day? 

• I read a study on the Internet that stated that the average person gets 15 days of perfect happiness 

per year.  

• Not sure how to define perfect happiness – but this sounds depressing.   

• And I sort of think of faith in this way – where I get 15 days of perfect faith per year – where I can 

see the evidence of it – where I am in the faith zone.   

• What about all of the other 50 weeks per year?  When I am in meetings?  When I am driving my kids 

around? How is God now working in my life?  

• Am I even making a difference during the ordinary and mundane parts of my life? 

• Nehemiah says to break down that lie and replace it with a truth.   

• Our greatest impact does not happen during giant steps of faith – but rather daily steps of faith.   

• God does not just move through the dramatic – more often that note, God move through the daily 

stuff.   

• Yes, Nehimah too the great step to build the wall – but the real story is how he persevered – the day 

to day obedience – even when it was hard.   

• Three principles that I want to share with you – where God can use me even when it seems like it is 

not the case:   

•  Impact of finishing is greater than the excitement of starting.  See Nehemiah 6:  There was a large 

gap where the door or gat was supposed to be.  Despite a lot of work done, it had not yet been fully 

completed.  Recall a sermon series called “The Gates of Change.”   

o We learned in this series the importance of walls and the gates.  If you control the gate, you 

control the city. No matter how high the walls were, the city was still vulnerable at the 

gates.   

o We loved to start things – but finishing is a different matter.   

o The Worship Song “Resurrecting” took one year to write to try to find the perfect line for 

the 4th verse.  This not come with the idea to write the song – it came because of the result 

of a year of work.   

o Starting is fun and exciting.   

o We go nuts here when people celebrate their first step of faith.   

o Saying the wedding vows on your wedding day is a lot easier that living out your vows over 

thirty years of marriage.  You might have thought that planning the wedding was the wall – 

however, what takes work is building a marriage.    

o Making the baby is fun – raising these kids through the high school years is not as fun.   

o It takes consistent church attendance and action in eGroups to have God change your life.   

o I used to hate that word consistent.  I would take this mean that I am so boring. I wanted to 

be that person that was so exciting and had a quick wit – and the life of the party.   



o What I am learning is that Jesus celebrates constancy – because consistency is powerful.  It 

might not be flashy – but consistency changes things.  Consistency makes a huge difference.   

o I got a kidney stone because I consistently drank diet cokes for twenty years.   

o This church is built consistency – with church volunteers that server day in and day out 

when the feel up to it – and even when they don’t.     

o This church is built on consistent generosity during plentiful seasons and the hard seasons.   

o Our culture does not celebrate consistency.  We celebrate convenience. Leaving the hard 

thing to chase the thrill of a new thing.  And God wants to show us about staying in the hard 

thing and make this thing better – who can honor commitments when it hurts – and do the 

hard thing consistently over and over again. 

• The path of least resistance is rarely the path of obedience.   

o In growing up in church, many would say the following thing to justify decisions - “I just have 

a peace about it.” 

o I recall a girl that dumped me because “she had a peace about it” – this was not peaceful to 

me however.   

o The phrase sounds so unspiritual because most of the things that God wanted me to do - I 

rarely felt peace about.  In fact, the things that God wanted me to do usually scared me to 

death. 

o And I think Nehemiah probably did not have a lot of peace in the situation he was in.    

o See chapter 6:  Nehemiah was confronted with a rumor that could have gotten him killed.  

See vs. 6.  The rumor was that he was building this wall in order to revolt against Persia. 

o And it is a trap for Nehemiah to go to Ono to attempt to refute the rumors.   

o And a no-win situation for Nehemiah and he was tempted to take the path of least 

resistance.     

• Lean into what is most helpful to people and not what is going to impress.  

• Read Daniel 6:6-10. Daniel was consistent and obedient — he got thrown into the lions’ den for 

going against the king’s decree, but God protected him. How does it encourage you to know God 

responds to our consistency and obedience? Is there anywhere you’ve struggled to believe this? 

• Don’t mistake what is most noticeable for what is most valuable.  

• Father, we’re so grateful for Your consistency and faithfulness. We want to grow in our consistency 

with You and in every area of our lives - so You can use us in a greater way. Fill us this week with the 

grace and strength to obey You, to step out and pursue consistency instead of convenience, to 

choose peace over relief, and to focus on what’s most valuable — not what’s most noticeable. In 

Jesus’ name, amen. 


