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Kev’s sermon notes for eGroups 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Elevation Church - Broadcasting from Ballantyne Campus – Charlotte, NC USA 
Pastor:  Steven Furtick   
Sermon Title: “Borrowed Confidence - Get to Good Part – Part 2  
 
Elevation Worship + Kari Jobe and Cody Carnes  

• Rattle - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg  

• (Dang what a gorgeous song) Let the Light In - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzQpptEdivA  

• Run to the Father by Cody Carnes - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTHS4W1bPj8  

• Hallelujah (???) led by Kari Jobe - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOoOjnpc8k8  

• The Blessing - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6aygmvzM4  
 
Scripture for this week:   

• Phil 1: 1 to 16:  Philippians 1 - To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the 
overseers and deacons - 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.  7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with 
me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.  9 And this is my 
prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of 
God.  Paul’s Chains Advance the Gospel. 12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that 
what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become 
clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And 
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare 
all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.  15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy 
and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here 
for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, 
supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The 
important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And 
because of this I rejoice.  Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers 
and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my 
deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For 
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in 
the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzQpptEdivA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTHS4W1bPj8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp6aygmvzM4
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progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ 
Jesus will abound on account of me. 

• Psalm 27:  Of David.  1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?  2 When the wicked advance against me to 
devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall.  3 Though an army besiege me,     
my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.  4 One thing 
I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek:  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.  5 For in the day of trouble     
he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me 
high upon a rock.  6 Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at his 
sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the Lord.  7 Hear my 
voice when I call, Lord; be merciful to me and answer me.  8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”     
Your face, Lord, I will seek.  9 Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in 
anger; you have been my helper.  Do not reject me or forsake me, God my Savior.  10 Though my 
father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive me.  11 Teach me your way, Lord; lead me in a 
straight path because of my oppressors.  12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false 
witnesses rise up against me, spouting malicious accusations.  13 I remain confident of this:  I will 
see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take 
heart and wait for the Lord. 

• 1 Samuel 17:  “20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and 
set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle 
positions, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each 
other. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and asked his 
brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from 
Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever 
the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear.  25 Now the Israelites had been 
saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give 
great wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will 
exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be 
done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  27 They repeated to 
him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at 
him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in 
the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only 
to watch the battle.”  29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then 
turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as 
before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him.  32 David 
said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”  
33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a 
young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”  34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant 
has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the 
flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I 
seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this 
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uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living 
God. 37 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me 
from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 

• Lamentations 3:21. “19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.  20 
I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.  21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore 
I have hope” 

 
Sermon Title: “Borrowed Confidence - Get to Good Part – Part 2  
  

• Please consider joining an eGroup (small group) so you don’t have to walk this walk alone? – See 
www.elevationchurch.cc.   

• Interested in joining Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc   

• Interested in leading an eGroup?  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Interested in serving at Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Interested in attending or leading a watch party:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Reminder:  Day lights saving time next week.  Spring ahead – advancing clocks 1-hour next week 

• Here Comes Church:   
o YOU need to be in an eGroup – to connect with people of faith – the enemy wants to keep 

you isolated. 
o Baptism and profile of a woman that was experiencing anxiety and depression - Lessons 

from 2 Kings 5 – we have to put in some work after throwing out the parts that tell us we 
are not good enough – None of us are perfect but we can support each other and pray for 
each other.  

o Remember this?  The Blessing launched into the world one year ago – Over 44M YouTube 
views and 75 million audio streams and performances in a different languages in 128 
different countries.  

o The Blessing Tour with Kari and Cody starting in April 2021.  See www.karijobe.com.     

• Opening Prayer #1 by Pastor Steven Furtick on 3/07/2021:  “What the worship team just declared 
in the song “The Blessing” let it be – also let it be in our hearts and our lungs and in our homes 
and in our churches – we thank you today that you haven’t entrusted us with the message of your 
gospel – we stand in continuation of all that you have already done – we think that it’s nothing 
new for you to get us through hard times – it’s so good to know that we were blessed from the 
very beginning (see Numbers 6) – and Lord what you call blessed no one else can curse – Lord you 
are sustaining us in this moment – we give you praise today and you have blessed us with so 
many different varieties – sometimes you gave us a song – sometimes you gave us a person – 
sometimes you have us a meal – sometimes you have us a thought – sometimes you gave us a 
challenge that made us stronger, wiser, and more mature – and we know where our help comes 
from – and we are not looking for chariots, horses, or global economies – because we’ve learned 
a long time ago that that stuff alters and fails us – and what you are we get to participate in – 
and so we celebrate the gift of your righteousness and your kingdom and your holiness – and 
now we release a blessing all across the world – and we are blessed to be a blessing.”   

http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.karijobe.com/
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• I could not stop thinking about last week’s message titled “Get to the Good Part” – when I got 
home I realized I did not even get a chance to give you the best part of the sermon so today we’re 
going to do “Get to the Good Part 2 – Borrowed Confidence.” 

• See Psalm 27: 13.   

• See Phil 1:3-14. 

• Note the distinction here:  in Psalm 27 David says he “will remain confident” and Paul says “being 
confident in this situation” – Paul also speaks to people becoming confident – and today I want to 
teach on the principle of “borrowed confidence.” 

• Recall the cute story of Pastor Furtick talking about his oldest son who borrows his fathers close 
because he now is old enough to fit into them – And Pastor Furtick is not mad at his son for 
wearing his close – he’s mad at his son because he looks great in them – proving that he still has 
“Dad swag.”   

• There is different forms of confidence – as one pastor told me “if can’t be good looking at least be 
confident” – and Paul is writing to the church in Philippi to a group of people who have lost their 
confidence because their leaders is in jail. 

• Also there is fighting in the church and some people s aren’t getting along.  

• Paul is in imparting tremendous enthusiasm and confidence to his believers – see Phil 1:3.  See:  
“2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I thank my God 
every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,”  There is both sequence and 
substance as to what Paul is saying. 

• Paul is talking about a conference that is not cosmetic – not cultural confidence like we have 
today.  Examples of this are a. body confidence (where you do everything to look great), b. career 
confidence (where you proclaim that you are very good at something). 

• During the global pandemic, everything was shaken to the core – in many of us had stripped away 
what we thought we’re good at – where all we were left with was who we are – and we were 
forced to deal with our core self. 

• Consider Paul in prison – He has lost his pulpit and his church – he can’t do all those things that the 
apostles do in defense of Christ – yet Paul is still confident – we are being confident is a state of 
mind for him – furthermore Paul does not get his confidence from the outside – and only one 
person can visit him in prison (Epaphroditus) – (Kev bonus study:  See:  
https://www.gotquestions.org/Epaphroditus-in-the-Bible.html) 

• The primary reason Paul is writing his letter to the Philippians is because he wants to send a letter 
back with Epaphroditus who is ill. 

• The church at Philippi was started while Paul is in jail – and this church had supported him when 
he left Macedonia – and they were the only church that sponsored Paul and provided financial 
support – the people of Philippi sent Paul a gift (Epaphroditus) – loaning to Paul a person – and 
Paul borrowed that gift for the season that Paul needed - Epaphroditus – and after Epaphroditus 
left, Paul declared that he is still confident.   

• Make this confession by faith if you can:  “I am still confident.”  And the principle that I want to 
talk about today is this:  Where your confidence comes from determines when it runs out. 

• While you profess confidence in your young body – know that your body goes through different 
versions in different states – if your confidence is in your body then you better hope that you 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Epaphroditus-in-the-Bible.html
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never get older than 40 when things change – if your confidence is in your career, then your 
employer has the ability to strip you of your faith – and, if your confidence is in your pastor - 
even if I mess up totally, God is still with you – God loves you so much that he would send 
someone else to preach this word. 

• Paul had special affection for the people of Philippi – not like the Corinthians who had a lot of 
drama to include incest and getting drunk on the communion wine – and Paul embraced the power 
of partnership with the people from Philippi.  

• As we discussed last week we all have a dark part – that is part of our thoughts and our behavior 
patterns – but if we get through the dark part we can get to the good part – and we all hit 
seasons where it’s dark – where we don’t know how to get through a difficult season – and some 
of us can’t get through the dark part because we don’t have the right partners – and we will 
never get through the dark parts of our lives if all we have are people that will drag us down 
more. 

• And Paul refuses to leave the Philippines in the dark – and he tells them that God is still working in 
his life – and God is still working in their lives – and God hasn’t stopped being God and God has not 
stopped being good – and our confidence is not tied to changes in fortune or other things.   

• How many of you look at your teenage years of being a very dark part of your life?  When we are 
young we all have a commodity that allows us to have more confidence – it is called ignorance – I 
called it the “blessing of dumb” – and ignorance looks like confidence at a distance – and many 
times God can do a lot with us when we know the least.   

• As we age, we build a file of wisdom that lists all of the things that could potentially go wrong – 
things that we did not know we were supposed to be scared of – and there is a benefit of ignorance 
because it can give us certain degree of confidence. 

• However Paul is not writing about this kind of confidence – because he knows how much it costs to 
serve Christ – Paul knows how uncertain it is and how hard it can be – to be completely abandoned 
by the people that you helped. 

• See what David says in Psalm 27 – Remain confident – this is not a feeling - it is a decision.  Do 
you know the difference between the feeling of confidence and the decision of confidence?  The 
feeling can be stripped so quick – but the decision can be made at any moment in the process.  
David says I will remain confident – Paul says I will be confident and become confident.  

• Our confidence in God never runs out. 

• Let’s examine Psalm 27 and Philippians 1 a little more – we noticed that David is fighting something 
when he is writing Psalm 27 – that threatened his sense of stability. 

• During this pandemic I’ve come across people where they no longer feel confident in the 
challenges of this season – perhaps making them bitter and apprehensive - and becoming timid 
about their believe in God – and if your confidence comes from wealth, career, or looks - and this 
stuff runs out, then your confidence will end. 

• See Psalm 27:13:  “13 I remain confident of this:  I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living.  14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” 

• See 1 Samuel 17 (David and Goliath):  Here ignorance works to David’s advantage.  See 1 Samuel 17 
– how confident David is in reminding the Israeli soldiers (three of them are his brothers fighting 
with Saul) of what God had promised him. 

• Let’s now compare Paul and David and you tell me who you feel more like right now in your life:  
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o Paul had some friends that believed in him – enough to support him in his darkest hour. 
o In 1 Samuel 17, note the support that David got when he went to help his brothers – where 

is oldest brother asks David why he came down here and who is now watching the sheep – 
the same person that David came to feed – Have you ever felt this way – when the person 
you’re trying to feed is fighting you? 

o Paul is saying that there is partnership in the gospel – and this encourages Paul – similar 
to people that would step up and believe in you even when you do not believe in yourself 
– people that see something inside of you that you had buried long ago – I think Paul felt 
that way about the Philippians – we’re Paul expresses his gratitude for the people of 
Philippi believing in him when he was just getting started – there is nothing better when 
people believe in you now when there’s nothing visible to believe in – and if God gives 
you someone like that, don’t let them go – hold onto those day 1 people that had nothing 
to gain by loving you – people who gave you a shot – people who gave you a chance. 

o  I will always honor Pastor Mickey who told me that God had a hand in my life at the age of 
16 – we all need people like that – people that are with us when we ask say to ourselves -  
“man I’ve never done this before” – “I’ve never been through a divorce before” – “I’ve 
never been unemployed in my adult life before” – “I have never been to college before” – “I 
never tried to quit smoking before” – I have never tried to get my drinking under control 
before – and I don’t know how to do this – yet God will still send you a partner. 

o We are truly blessed when someone sees our own potential while we don’t see it 
ourselves because of the pain that we feel.  We all need that first day faith – the kind of 
faith and Paul mentions in Philippians 1 – we don’t know what God’s going to do but we 
can choose to remember – Instead of Paul reminding himself of all of the people that let 
him down, he recalled the one church that supported him from the beginning – and this is 
difficult – Because what a lot of us call believing is actually remembering right – Where 
Paul says when I think of you, I experience joy in this prison cell. 

o David is actually in the opposite situation at that Paul is in. 
o Paul is preaching to people that have supported him and they can only do so much for him 

while he’s in prison – where he says that he is confident in the people of Philippi even 
though they can’t see it right now – because we’ve never seen this before – Paul is basically 
telling the people of Philippi to borrow His confidence for now 

• See the prophet Jeremiah and limitations 3:21:  Lamentations 3:21. “19 I remember my affliction 
and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall.  20 I well remember them, and my soul is 
downcast within me.  21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope” - This I recall to my 
mind – not the desolation – not the betrayal – it is because of the Lords mercy and compassion 
that we don’t despair – this area call to mind.  When God comes in your mind, it comes fast – 
here comes God – along with comparison, envy, anxiety, and jealousy – and when that one 
thought of contentment passes by you’ve got to grab it.     

• Did you know that you can borrow someone’s confidence?  This is different from your philosophy 
on borrowing money – I am referring to a different currency – this currency is called confidence – 
and what you believe about what can be – and what you believe in - what you have inside of you 
– and what you believe on what God called you to do – and what you believe in what you’re 
going through – this is the currency I’m talking about – the borrowing of confidence.   



Page 7 of 8 
 

• When we are young we tend to borrow confidence from the wrong places – we borrow 
confidence from sexual attractiveness – partner after partner after partner – where we avoid the 
ebbs and flows of a relationship (the good part) where are you have to love somebody for who 
they are and not what they look like – where you borrow the confidence associated with having 
someone – however when you borrow confidence from the wrong places the interest rate is 
ridiculous.  

• When get into a relationship where you have to compromise your values to get your needs met – 
this is worse than the pay-day lending enterprises that charge 25%+ interest.  All the people that 
you go to validate you can’t - because they’re not God – in fact they have their own insecurities – 
so leave them alone and get validation from God. Stop trying to borrow confidence from people 
who have insufficient funds – they can’t do it – they want to but they just can’t – this is because 
they are flesh and bone and dirt and snot – and human like you.   

• This is why Paul never went into self-pity – because he has a partner – Say this right now to yourself 
– I have a partner – God gives us people that have been with us from the start and God gives us 
people who have been where we have never been before – you are probably not the first person in 
history to go through a particularly difficult situation. 

• Are you always the needy one?  Or - are you are the one where someone else can borrow your 
confidence and faith for a while?   

• Becoming confident is great however sometimes you have to borrow confidence to persevere. 

• Then there is being confident – this is what God wants me to do and I’m going to do it – all the 
money in the world and all the clothes in the world cannot replace this one word – “this” from God. 

• Let’s now pivot over to David – the people that should have been his partners and comrades should 
have believed in him – However, they did not – David (the future king of Israel) came down to the 
front lines to deliver bread to his brothers – and the older brother said: why have you come down 
here?   

• David thought he came to the front lines to feed his brothers however he really came down to 
save his nation – and his confidence is not in what he’s doing - it is something different – In psalm 
27 David says I will be confident in “this” – building enough confidence so that you can walk and 
run and not feel that you have to be the center of attention – building enough confidence that 
you listen to criticism from people and still walk true in faith – and this situation is showing us 
how David is living with integrity as to what God has in store for his life – and David’s confidence 
did not come from his big brother who was belittling him – therefore his brother can’t take 
David’s confidence away. 

• There needs to be a part in it within you that says that I appreciate everyone that God puts in my 
life – however if they walk away, God will not – if they fall short, God will not – if this well dries up, 
there will be other provision from God. 

• As we read in 1 Samuel 17, David is confident – it’s not about his dress or his swag – it’s not 
about his beliefs in other people – and we need to stop borrowing the bad beliefs of other people 
– we do not have to carry things that others believe in – nor do we have to carry the things that 
culture believe in – And, we do not have to feel what culture feels about certain things – We 
don’t have to pay the interest rate on a broken world system of thought – we do not have to pay 
generational tax on what happened to our great grandparents – we can break things in our 
bloodline if we believe it in our spirit – and God tells us that we are built to break it – don’t let 
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the limitations of others form the basis of your own insecurity – just because they can’t see it 
doesn’t mean that you can’t see it – just because they can’t believe it does not mean that you 
can’t believe it. 

• Jesus stayed confident on the cross even though many were coaching him to come down – Paul 
tells us that he wants to be in the presence of his master and in the fellowship of his sufferings – in 
order to participate in his resurrection power – it is a partnership. 

• And David said I don’t need to be partners with my older brother - I’m a partner with God. 

• See 1 Samuel 17:32 – even Saul (the King) did not think much of David.  

• And David was dumb enough to defeat the enemy that all we’re running from – stop saying I can’t 
do this because I do not know enough. 

• See how David expresses is confidence to Saul in 1 Samuel 17:  34-37.   

• So what do you do when your big brother and your leader don’t believe in you?  David borrowed 
his confidence from a bear – referencing a situation where David defended his sheep by attacking 
a bear – this word is for someone that is under the threat of intimidation – this is for someone 
that has never traveled this way before – See vs. 36 – this will be like one of them – God has 
given you a “this” for every one of “them” – for every insecurity and for every enemy – the 
power is not in “them” – it is in “this” – and your confidence will follow your focus – like the spies 
that prevented the Israelites from entering the promised land – it’s an amazing thing to realize 
the power of “this” – Is “this” new to you?  Are you thinking that you’ve never done this before?  
David says “this” will be like one of them – and this will be where your confidence comes from – 
why do we continue doing what the world is doing – David does not have to wear Saul’s armor, 
he’s got his own swag – and in David’s case his swag was his sling – the same thing that he killed 
a bear and a lion with – so when you’re standing in front of something that you’ve never seen 
before, borrow it from what is already in your bag – there is a “this” for every “that” – and all you 
need to believe is to remember. 

• Closing prayer 3/7/2021:  “I call you into remembrance today – what He gave you – what He has 
been to you – what He did for you – I declare prophetically that whatever Goliath is standing 
over your life right now – this Philistine will be like one of “them” – the dead lions and the dead 
bears behind you – where are you didn’t think you were going to survive but God stretched 
things out – and when we profess to God that we don’t have enough confidence - God says you 
can borrow mine – you can come up into my closet says God – why would you wear Saul’s armor 
when you can wear the faith of God, the sword of the spirit, and the armor of God?  David says 
why would you borrow the armor from someone whose faith is smaller than his own?  You have 
your own sling and you have your own personality – you have your own gift – and this gift does 
not need to be broadcasted nor does it need to be compared to someone else – there is the 
power of “this” for every insecurity in your life – God is giving you “this” – remain confident in 
your faith – know that certainty is knowing how and confidence is knowing who – I am confident 
in this.   


