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Kev’s sermon notes for eGroups 
Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021 
Elevation Church - Broadcasting from Ballantyne Campus – Charlotte, NC USA 
Pastor:  Steven Furtick   
Sermon Title: “What You Call Small – God Brings the Biggest Things out of the Smallest things – What 
we call small, God calls Big – What we call big, God calls Small - God does not need you to be smaller in 
order for God to be big – It is the small stuff that God blesses and multiples – The one thing that God 
blessed in 1 Samuel 16 was eventually called King – Don’t always take short cuts to put a crown on the 
first thing that you see - Wait for David (the smallest one) – Show us God what we should see as big.”   
 
Elevation Worship  

• My Testimony - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NyH9mDYECk  

• I Thank God (Maverick City Music:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LM1qrx0Huds)  

• There is a King - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zw_glNmfEQ  

• A Melody of Songs – Authority and others  
 
Also see:  https://www.maverickcitymusic.com/ 
 
Scripture for this week:   

• 1 Samuel 16: 1 to 11:  Samuel Anoints David - 16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you 
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your 
way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”  2 But 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”  The Lord said, “Take a heifer 
with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”  4 Samuel did what the Lord 
said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They 
asked, “Do you come in peace?”  5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.”  7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider 
his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people 
look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  8 Then Jesse 
called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen 
this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this 
one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not 
chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”  “There is still the 
youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”  Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit 
down until he arrives.”  12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health 
and had a fine appearance and handsome features.  Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this 
is the one.”  13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 

• Other relevant Chapters in 1 Samuel:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NyH9mDYECk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LM1qrx0Huds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zw_glNmfEQ
https://www.maverickcitymusic.com/
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o 1 Samuel 9 - Samuel Anoints Saul 
o 1 Samuel 15 - The Lord Rejects Saul as King 
o 1 Samuel 17 - David and Goliath 
o 1 Samuel 18 - Saul’s Growing Fear of David 
o 1 Samuel 19 - Saul Tries to Kill David 
o 1 Samuel 24 - David Spares Saul’s Life 
o 1 Samuel 31 - Saul Takes His Life 

• Micha 5:2:  Micah 5 - A Promised Ruler From Bethlehem - 5 Marshal your troops now, city of 
troops, for a siege is laid against us.  They will strike Israel’s ruler on the cheek with a rod.  2 “But 
you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  3 
Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and the rest 
of his brothers return to join the Israelites.  4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 
the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for then his 
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

• James 3:  3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the 
whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the 
tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on 
fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It 
corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.   

• John 6:9:  Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - 6 Sometime after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of 
the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because 
they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside 
and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near.  5 When Jesus looked up 
and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these 
people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to 
do.  7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!”  8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 
“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so 
many?”  10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and 
they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

• Ep 3: 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

• Sermon Title: “What You Call Small – God Brings the Biggest Things out of the Smallest things – 
What we call small, God calls Big – What we call big, God calls Small - God does not need you to be 
smaller in order for God to be big – It is the small stuff that God blesses and multiples – The one 
thing that God blessed in 1 Samuel 16 was eventually called King – Don’t always take short cuts to 
put a crown on the first thing that you see - Wait for David (the smallest one) – Show us God what 
we should see as big.”   
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• Please consider joining an eGroup (small group) so you don’t have to walk this walk alone? – See 
www.elevationchurch.cc.   

• Interested in joining Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc   

• Interested in leading an eGroup?  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Interesting in serving at Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Here Comes Church:   
o We celebrate our global church family. 
o Thank you for all that host a watch parties all over the world. 
o See the YouTube channel for eKids for age-appropriate sermons and events.   
o We celebrate Black History Month – a celebration church volunteers located in Atlanta-GA, 

Winston Salem-NC, and Columbus-OH. 
o Elevation Worship and Maverick City Music have collaborated on a new album that will be 

released in the Spring of 2021 – called “The Heart of God” – a new season and new sound. 
o Physical Campuses launching 2nd worship experiences at 11:30 AM on Sunday. 
o Interested in serving or volunteering?  See www.elevationchurch.cc    

• Opening Prayer #1 by Pastor Steven Furtick on 2/21/2021:  “Let us pray together family – Lord, We 
pray now for different situations that people might be going through – we call all those that are sick 
in their bodies – we pray that you comfort them right now - from the comfort that comes from 
above – God, some are waiting on information from a doctor or specialist and they need you right 
now – and regardless of the outcome, we pray that they will be ok – and to know they are in your 
hands.  For those that are in between jobs right now – where they have people that are counting on 
them to provide – Lord I ask that you give bread to them – the bread of presence – the bread of 
resource – give them wisdom for the decisions that they have to make this week – I also ask that we 
pray for those that are battling in a relationship - and trying to keep love alive – whether it is with a 
parent or child – as they deal with stress and tension – where things just appear to keep going 
sideways – Lord, let Grace enter that space to do the unexplainable and the supernatural – so they 
can point back to this moment - in this prayer - while in your presence.  Lord, you tell us that 
whatever is bound on earth will be bound in heaven – Lord you have given us the keys and you’ve 
given us the authority – just speak your name over every situation today.  Lord I also pray for those 
that are crawling out of emotional darkness – and they’re trying to get some sleep and some peace 
– and Lord, they’re not asking you for much (not cars or money) – they are just asking you for rest – 
I pray that right now that the Sabbath rest of Almighty God would be upon their home.  I speak 
shalom (peace) – I speak fullness and wellness and provision into our lives – And I ask this prayer in 
the name of Jesus – And we declare it be so – Let us celebrate the answers and the solutions – 
Amen.”  

• Opening prayer #2 by Pastor Steven Furtick on 2/21/2021:  “When you’re tempted to stress out, 
celebrate instead – this confuses the devil – you’re trying to do everything in your human strength 
to address panic and anxiety, clap your hands and give God praise – the greater the pressure the 
greater the praise – offer it up right now – not a logical praise – but rather a faith filled praise that 
defies the devil – only the type of worship that comes from your spirit – there is power in your 
testimony – there is power when you profess what God is doing in your life - Thank you Lord – and 
there is power in praising God in the process.  A woman once told me that she does not raise her 
hands too much in church because she does not feel worthy (based on her life experiences) – we 

http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/


Page 4 of 8 
 

don’t lift our hands in church because we deserve it, we lift our hands in church because He 
deserves it.  Not because I am worthy because he is worthy.  Lift your hands today to let God know 
that you know that He is worthy.  We are excited about what is God is doing in our lives.”  

• See 1 Samuel 16: 1 to 11.  

• Important note:  When Samuel entered Bethlehem the elders trembled – Samuel states that he 
comes in peace he came to sacrifice to the Lord – yes Samuel comes in peace however the situation 
is chaotic – peace is not a circumstance for the child of God – it is a part of our inheritance – it is 
part of your birthright – to have peace even during unthinkable problems. 

• The Lord does not look at what people look at – people look at the outward appearance but the 
Lord looks at the heart.  

• Recall the story of Pastor Furtick explaining that he grew up in a small town in Moncks Corner SC 
which had a population of 6,000 folks at the time vs. a friend who grew up in a town of 45 – “I 
thought you said this this town was small.”   

• Today I want to talk to you about “What you Call Small.” 

• What we call small is based on what we have seen before – the reality is that what we call small 
is big to God – can we see this in the passage today.  The flipside of this is that what we call big 
God considers to be small.  

• What do you call a short sermon depends on how you grew up – in the Methodist church I grew up 
in, the preacher only had 12 minutes – if you grew up in a Pentecostal church, my whole 50-minute 
sermon would just be an introduction.  

• Here is an important question:  What is your frame of reference when you consider the 
challenges set before your life, the gifts that God has put inside of you, and the resources that 
you have in this season?   

• Whenever I have preached this text in the past I only talked about David’s perspective – and this is 
easy to preach because we’re talking about a life transition from shepherd boy to King – and it’s 
almost a parable where we are taught that if we are faithful with a little, God will give us much – 
and I believe this – if we embrace the small that God has given us and use it wisely, and invest it 
wisely whether it is money, energy, skill, or time – God will multiply it.  Some say this is the 
prosperity gospel or the blab & grab or the see it & say it – or whatever people call it.  No – I am 
talking about an important principle of life – what we invest in well increases. 

• In 1 Samuel 16, we read about a boy doing an insignificant task and God called him up to live of live 
importance. 

• Look where God sent Samuel to find a new king – Bethlehem – and understanding this depends on 
our understanding of the context. 

• See Micha 5:2:  2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old, from ancient times.”  You the small one – You the other one - You the one with the GED – 
you the one with the issue that can’t mentioned during church – the term itself is diminutive in 
the context of Micha 5:2.  The correct term is trifling or deep in the backwoods or insignificant – a 
place where God would raise up a savior to change the world.   

• So what is the principle that we see at work here?  God brings things that he sees as great from 
things that we call small – this is my whole message – God brings the biggest things out of the 
smallest places – I am so passionate about this that I have been analyzing this my entire life – that I 
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came from a small town of Moncks Corner South Carolina and how this church got started – and 
how our on-line ministry got started – where I need to talk to “Moncks Corner me” in order to get a 
correct frame of reference – I realize that wow! things are really good now – this is actually 
awesome and what exactly am I complaining about? 

• The devil tries to tell you that all things are little and insignificant – that Ephesians 3:20 is not 
true – (Ep 3: 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us) – that things have the potential to be bigger, 
better, broader and deeper. 

• What you call small now you called impossible years ago. 

• While we are in the middle of it, it seems a little too us.   

• To some of us coming to church today is a little thing – to others that flew in from all over the 
world (or drove all night) to record the whole sermon on their phone - this is a once-lifetime-
experience - and a bucket list item.   

• The issue in 1 Samuel 16 it’s not only about where it happened – and it’s not even about who 
would happen to (David) – also note who it happened through – Samuel.   

• Samuel it was a prophet and it was never referred to as a priest – and he had to float into multiple 
roles moment by moment – Like we are trying to be a student, son, parent, pastor, boss or 
husband.   

• There’s also a change happening that is beyond Samuel – God never wanted Israel to have a King 
God wanted to be their King – they wanted to have a strong king because they were under attack – 
Phoenician people (also called Philistines) we’re both good at making weapons and seafaring 
people and could attack from the shoreline – where Israel did not have the required defenses – and 
in response to this, they wanted what other countries had as a protective measure.   

• Here is a question for you:  When does our own self-defense become an act of disobedience? – it 
is when we implement things and put in place things that we think are meant to protect us that 
actually keep us from experiencing God’s presence in our lives.   

• When we reach for the wrong thing, don’t realize how much it will really cost us – all we can see is 
how much it comforts us – and this is the case with Saul.  And the Israelites were comforted by 
having a strong king – the Israelites saw Saul as a king however Saul never saw himself as a king. 

• 1 Samuel 15: 17 

• 1 Samuel 15:  16 “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last 
night.”  “Tell me,” Saul replied.  17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, 
did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 And 
he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; 
wage war against them until you have wiped them out.’ 19 Why did you not obey the Lord? Why 
did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?”  20 “But I did obey the Lord,” 
Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and 
brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of 
what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”  22 But Samuel 
replied:  “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord?  to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  23 For rebellion is like the 
sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  Because you have rejected the word of the 
Lord,     he has rejected you as king.” 
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• God had promoted Saul beyond his own perspective of himself – and this became a problem 
because he overreacted and was hasty – doing the things that made sense vs. what pleased God – 
going by what he saw vs what he heard – leading by his senses and not by the spirit – making more 
messes than he cleaned up – tearing down more than he built – costing more than it was worth.  
This is good instruction when we find ourselves living in roles & responsibilities that we have not 
yet caught up to mentally.   

• In 1 Samuel 16, we find God removing Saul from his position of authority – and the transition will 
not be immediate but it is underway – God tells Samuel:  I’m done with Saul it’s going to take 
everybody a little while to figure this out.  Samuel had invested a lot in Saul – trying to coach him 
– trying to correct him – and there was a time where God got tired of Saul before Samuel did.  In 
fact sometimes God takes things out of your life while you are still trying to hold onto it – 
somethings you’re not ready to let go of yet and God is going to just take it away – and this is 
what God is going to do here – we’re God asks how long are you going to mourn over what I 
rejected? And yet there is something about losing the thing that we know – and then asking the 
question:  did we really want it to begin with?   

• God tells Samuel to go to Bethlehem - the smallest place – place where David will be waiting – for 
Samuel to fill his horn with oil signifying the anointing of a change that was about to take place – a 
small act by Samuel but not only pointing towards David but also the family line that created the 
Messiah (Jesus Christ).   

• It is interesting that Samuel was sent to Bethlehem but didn’t know who he was going to pick to be 
the next king – an important detail that God left out – where God wanted Samuel to go through the 
rigorous process of elimination and picking David – sometimes God will take us through the process 
of elimination – and we need to know that the first thing that God shows us isn’t going to be His 
final answer – and we should not get frustrated when the first thing doesn’t work – if Samuel just 
went home with Saul remaining as King, the country of Israel would have perished.  And Samuel 
was caring a great burden – and sometimes people have no idea the burden that you are caring 
because it seems small. 

• There are two tendencies that we all have in own psychosis of sanctification:   
o We dramatize – To make things bigger than they really are – “this is the worst day of my 

life and no one said anything nice to me today” 
o To downplay or trivialize – “oh that – that did not bother me.”  

• There is no 11th commandment that says thou shall not be disappointed – and if the 
disappointment becomes a dead end – this is a problem.  In our journey as adults we all have to 
learn not to dramatize and not to downplay – “how long will you mourn for what I have rejected” 
– at some point we need to put things in their place – and there are other times where you have 
to say “man that sucked – that sucks when they lied to me – it sucked when they stabbed me in 
the back -  is sucked that I gave so much and received so little.”  We all have this tendency to 
make big what God calls small – and to make small what God calls big.  The key point here is to 
never diminish anyone else’s pain.   

• We should not be Toppers – trying to “out top” one another with accomplishments, experiences 
and degrees of pain and suffering.  Remember what we consider small is based on what we see 
at the surface – and this is also true when are witnesses to other people’s pain.   
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• What we see as a simple act of anointing with oil is much bigger to Samuel – this is a big moment 
for Samuel.  And what we have been going through during this global pandemic is a big deal and it’s 
very weird – it’s not a small thing that we have stop hugging each other for the last 11 months. 

• And when we experience something great, we want to downplay it because this is instinctive 
behavior makes us feel safe and less exposed – the problem with that is Christ is within us – and 
when we put down what he has made – we insult the manufacturer – and we don’t get to do that 
(Kev bonus:  See Mathew 5:  14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.) 

• It’s not correct thinking to assume that we have to be small in order for God to be big – God does 
not need us to become smaller in order for him to become bigger.  God is not like Saul – God is 
not insecure.  God is not going to become bigger if we shrink ourselves to become smaller. 

• It is already established that we are sinners – and when we try to make ourselves feel small, it 
doesn’t acknowledge our humanity - it reduces the divinity that God has put inside of you.  

• God is not our insecure friends from middle school – who has to bring us down in order to climb up 
– it’s not like that – religion can be like that but God is not like that – In some cases, religion treats 
God is the worst friend you could possibly have – and we bring the same mentality into our 
relationship with God. 

• We don’t have to be screwed-up and horrible for God to be great.  

• This how Saul was – if fact Saul even told David that he was too small in 1 Samuel 17.   

• We have got to stop gravitating towards familiar even when we know it is not right – God does 
not see what we see – God does not measure what we measure – God does not take stock in 
things like we take stock – God does not count like we count – we look for immediate impact and 
God looks for eternal impact – God sees things with fresh eyes – In Samuel 17, the Israelites 
looked at Goliath for 40 days and we’re overcome with fear and David looked at the situation 
with fresh eyes.   

• What we call small, God calls sacred. 

• Aren’t you glad what we call small (our lives – running around and barely completing the to-do list 
on a good day), God calls significant? 

• You are already building a legacy in your children while they’re very young. 

• Do the impactful small things and let God do the math.     

• It is not a small thing that you’re attending church and worshiping God – the seed of this word is 
powerful – and when properly planted, can save your soul – it can be grafted into your grief and 
give you joy – it can redirect. 

• James compared us to a rudder of a ship – See James 3.  A little thing can change a big thing - the 
stuff that we say in anger can live with people for a decade – the tongue is small (weighing only ¼ 
pound) but can instill lasting damage.  We need to watch what we say during moments of 
frustration. 

• God does not look at things like we look at them – not with same perspective or frustration.   

• It’s good that what call small God calls big. 

• See John 6:9 – Get ready to shout about small stuff that does great big things.  
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• Closing prayer:  In the Hebrew translation, it says that David was the smallest (not the youngest) 
– just like Bethlehem was the smallest – the one that God wanted was the small one – And if you 
have a mustard seed faith and a little strength, God says I can work with that – what Jesse called 
small, Samuel crowned as King – because God does not see what we see – by the Spirit of God I 
say to someone today – wait for David – there will always be temptation in our lives to crown the 
first thing that we see – and settle for something that reminds us of Saul – triggering us to get 
into bad relationships just so that we are not alone – by the Spirit of God, wait for David – what 
we call small is big to God – and those big things that keep you up at night – God tells us that 
these are a little things and you need to get some sleep – what matters is your character, your 
integrity, and how you treat people when no one is looking – and in the way you carry out your 
responsibilities – so God show me what is big to you – what we have been neglecting –  
marriages erode with one text or small thought at a time – and we are one thought away from 
moving into a great plan that God has for our lives – God will do the big thing that allows us to do 
what he wants us to do – it is what you call small that will have the greatest impact – what you 
call small, God sees it and it is significant – there is nothing small about your faithfulness and 
there’s nothing small about your integrity – decide now to live and move forward with boldness 
and conviction – Break the spirit that has tormented your family for generations – we call it small 
because we do not see it for what it is – Kings come from Bethlehem - great things & break-
throughs come from small decisions – God cares about the minutia – wait for the unseen.  Call 
attention to your dignity and your one small act of faith – there is no prayer that is too quiet for 
God to hear – you are a big God – give us a heavenly perspective – enable us to first seek your 
Kingdom – In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.   
 
 
Kev’s Charles Spurgeon Moment:  Climb to the mountaintop, and view the utmost limits of the 
divine promise, for the land is all your own. There is not a brook of living water of which you may 
not drink. If the land flows with milk and honey, eat the honey and drink the milk, for both are 
yours. Be bold to believe, for He has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you .” In this promise, 
God gives His people everything. “ I will never leave you.” Then no attribute of God can cease to be 
engaged for us. Is He mighty? He will show Himself strong on behalf of them that trust Him. Is He 
love? Then with loving kindness will He have mercy upon us.  Whatever attributes may compose the 
character of Deity, every one of them to its fullest extent shall be engaged on your side. To 
summarize, there is nothing you can want, there is nothing you can ask for, there is nothing you can 
need in time or in eternity, there is nothing living, nothing dying, there is nothing in this world, 
nothing in the next world, there is nothing now, nothing at the resurrection-morning, nothing in 
heaven that is not contained in this text—“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
 


