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Kev’s sermon notes for eGroups 
Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021 
Elevation Church - Broadcasting from Ballantyne Campus – Charlotte, NC USA 
Happy 15th anniversary Elevation Church  
Pastor:  Holly Furtick   
Sermon Title: “I Don’t Think I am Ready for This – A Study of Judges 6 - Gideon is called into action – 
From doubt to putting his faith into action – God wants to use you – Yes You - God Calls You According 
to Your Potential – God is looking for Potential – God Prepares You Along the Way – God is Patient – 
God Will Give You Peace Markers – Focus on the Peace Markers. 
 
Elevation Worship + Maverick City Music + Brandon Lake  

• “Rattle” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrAdbH28gIg  

• “It Might Get Loud” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVah1BHWI-Y  

• Elevation Worship Melody – led my Maverick City Music - Naomi Raine - Chandler Moore – 
Brandon Lake 

• “Build Your Church” by Maverick City Music and Elevation Worship 
 
Also see:  https://www.maverickcitymusic.com/ 
 
Scripture for this week:   

• Psalm 30 -  “For the dedication of the temple Of David.  1 I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out 
of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me.  2 Lord my God, I called to you for help, and 
you healed me.  3 You, Lord, brought me up from the realm of the dead; you spared me from going 
down to the pit.  4 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people;      praise his holy name.  5 
For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but 
rejoicing comes in the morning.  6 When I felt secure, I said, “I will never be shaken.”  7 Lord, when 
you favored me, you made my royal mountain stand firm; but when you hid your face, I was 
dismayed.  8 To you, Lord, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy:  9 “What is gained if I am silenced, 
if I go down to the pit?  Will the dust praise you?  Will it proclaim your faithfulness?  10 Hear, Lord, 
and be merciful to me; Lord, be my help.”  11 You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my 
sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent.  Lord 
my God, I will praise you forever.” 

• Judges 6: 1-23: (New International Version) – “Gideon - 6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of 
Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves 
and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and 
other eastern peoples invaded the country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the 
way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They 
came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them 
or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they 
cried out to the Lord for help.  7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he 
sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered 
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you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I 
said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
live.’ But you have not listened to me.”  11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak 
in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a 
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he 
said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”  13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the 
Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told 
us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has 
abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”  14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in 
the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”  15 “Pardon me, 
my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my family.”  16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the 
Midianites, leaving none alive.”  17 Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me 
a sign that it is really you talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my 
offering and set it before you.”  And the Lord said, “I will wait until you return.”  19 Gideon went 
inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting 
the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the 
oak.  20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this 
rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat 
and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, 
consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 When Gideon 
realized that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel 
of the Lord face to face!”  23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going 
to die.”   

• Judges 7 – “Gideon defeats the Midianites Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all 
his men camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near 
the hill of Moreh. 2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into 
their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 Now announce to 
the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two 
thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.  4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too 
many men. Take them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one 
shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.”  5 So 
Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap the 
water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” 6 Three hundred of 
them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.  - 7 
The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the 
Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites 
home but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others.  Now 
the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 9 During that night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get 
up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands. 10 If you are afraid to 
attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they are saying. 
Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to 
the outposts of the camp. 12 The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had 
settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the 
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seashore.  13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was 
saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with 
such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.” 14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing 
other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the 
whole camp into his hands.” 15 When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed 
down and worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The Lord has given 
the Midianite camp into your hands.” 16 Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he 
placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside.  17 “Watch me,” he 
told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. 18 When I and 
all who are with me blow our rumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For 
the Lord and for Gideon.’”  19 Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp 
at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their 
trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. 20 The three companies blew the trumpets 
and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the 
trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 While each 
man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled.  22 When the 
three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each 
other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel 
Meholah near Tabbath. 23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and 
they pursued the Midianites. 24 Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, 
saying, “Come down against the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far 
as Beth Barah.”  So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of the Jordan 
as far as Beth Barah. 25 They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed 
Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and 
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan.25 That same night the Lord 
said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old.  Tear down your 
father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar 
to the Lord your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut 
down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering.”  27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as 
the Lord told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night 
rather than in the daytime.  28 In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal’s 
altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the 
newly built altar!  29 They asked each other, “Who did this?”  When they carefully investigated, 
they were told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.”  30 The people of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring 
out your son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole 
beside it.”  31 But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s 
cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal 
really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” 32 So because Gideon 
broke down Baal’s altar, they gave him the name Jerub-Baal that day, saying, “Let Baal contend 
with him.”  33 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and 
crossed over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on 
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 35 He sent messengers 
throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that 
they too went up to meet them.  36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you 
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have promised— 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the 
fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.” 
38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung 
out the dew—a bowlful of water.  39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me 
make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece 
dry and let the ground be covered with dew.” 40 That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all 
the ground was covered with dew.” 

• Ep 3:20:  “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us,”  

• Isaiah:  40: 31:  28 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can 
fathom.  29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  30 Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles;  they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint. 

• Romans 12: 1-2:  “12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 

Sermon Title: “I Don’t Think I am Ready for This – A Study of Judges 6 - Gideon is called into action – 
From doubt to putting his faith into action – God wants to use you – Yes You - God Calls You According 
to Your Potential – God is looking for Potential – God Prepares You Along the Way – God is Patient – 
God Will Give You Peace Markers – Focus on the Peace Markers. 
 

• Please consider joining an eGroup (small group) so you don’t have to walk this walk alone? – See 
www.elevationchurch.cc.   

• Interested in joining Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc   

• Interested in leading an eGroup?  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Interesting in serving at Elevation Church:  See:  www.elevationchurch.cc 

• Here Comes Church:   
o See Ep 3:24 – God says we have only seen the foundation – Carve out time to recognize 

what God can do anything in your life 
o Total hours served since the start of Love Week:  35,059 hours  
o After the start of Elevation On-Line in 2012 over 1.14 billion live stream views 
o Profile of Suzanne (now staff with Elevation Outreach) – sharing her experience as a 

volunteer at Down Syndrome of Greater Charlotte – and now as a staff member presenting 
a check of $100K to this important outreach partner. 

o On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of Elevation Church, $1.5M given to Outreach 
partners this week.   

o Elevation Worship and Maverick City Music have collaborated on a new album that will be 
released in the Spring of 2021 – called “The Heart of God” – a new season and new sound. 

http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
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o Happy 15th anniversary Elevation Church – recap of quotes by Pastor Furtick over the last 15 
years – from a look-back video during the worship experience:       

 “We are looking back and we are looking forward – Your brought us this far – You 
gave us what we needed in the season that we are in – And we are thankful – You 
are good father – and it is right for us to celebrate.” 

 “God is bringing us together and positioning us for a miracle – and have to go 
through this together – and we have to get through this together – and we don’t 
need buildings in order to be blessed 

 God show us what its like for a church to stand up and show the world - to what it 
looks like when we stand together – from different backgrounds and different 
struggles. 

 God is calling us to be a breaker of barriers – a breaker of prejudices – a breaker of 
racial barriers – a braker of religious barriers and denominational barriers – we have 
a kingdom to build – Let’s get busy.  

 God has a job to do, however He is going to do it through you – We are that Church – 
and we will not be hindered and we will not be ignored – we will not be timid – we 
will not back down – you don’t have to come to us – we will come to you.  

 They told me in that we just baptized our 10,000th person.  
 It would be a shame to walk this far – and fight this hard – to stop at six – pick 

ourselves up. 
 Our mission statement:  So people far from God are raised up to a life in Christ – the 

entire church is the core team now – We have more souls reach and lives to reclaim – 
nothing is impossible with God – Our church is perfectly positioned on this day – to 
not only make an impact to our city – but also to launch this church into a global 
movement – Now is not the time for the church to back down – Now is the time for 
the Church to rise and be the change this world is waiting for.   

 This is the type of church that wants you on the field and in the game – to impact the 
mission of Jesus – what you see today at this church is just the beginning. 

 See Ep 3:24 – God is telling us that we have only seen the foundation – the 
foundation is Jesus is the destination is greater – greater things all over the world.” 

o Interested in serving or volunteering?  See www.elevationchurch.cc    

• Opening Prayer #1 by Pastor Steven Furtick on 2/7/2021:  We are standing today to let the devil 
know that his plan did not work - we are still here – in this church is still standing despite all the 
physical doors being closed due to the pandemic – God’s plan A is our Plan B – and we learned this 
very well over the last year – and what the enemy planned for evil God used for good – I know you 
do not want to hear all of the bad things that happened in this church over the last 15 years – you 
will probably need Doritos or some other comfort food to recover from it – but we did not come to 
talk about that today – nor did we come here to rehearse all of the regrets in our lives – we just 
want to carve out a little bit of time today and proclaim that God is still building – Here is another 
thought that God is speaking to me:  We named the Church Elevation and that is good – because it 
is the resurrection of Jesus Christ that makes all things possible – and Ep 3:20 says “Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us” – and God can raise you up out of anything – and when we focus on him all things 
are possible – God is telling me today that we have only seen the foundation – God says the church 

http://www.elevationchurch.cc/
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praised Me for all things that were done over the last 15 years – and that is good - that is right - and 
that is fitting – just know that we are only shouting over the starting point – and we have not seen 
anything yet – get ready to climb – the destination is Jesus – the destination is greater things – and 
continue to build this church – it is only the foundation.  Amen.  

• Opening Prayer #2 by Holly Furtick on 2/7/2021:  Our pastor has taught me what faith actually 
looks like – more than any other person and any other Bible verse – that there are two sides to 
faith – the faith to speak up with confidence and declare something or decide something – like the 
time Elevation Church gave away our entire weeks offering when we didn’t have a lot of money – 
or that Elevation Church would have 10,000 attendees by 2010 – or deciding to move all of our 
online worship experiences to YouTube – this kind of faith is backed by an intimate relationship 
with God – to hear and to act.  Then there is this other side of Faith that looks like fear and doubt – 
where we ask her selves – is it going to work?  Are we being irresponsible?  Is this right?  Our pastor 
has shown me over the last 15 years that without fear we don’t require much faith – and our pastor 
has shown me that faith requires work, grit, and perseverance – where it’s OK to believe in God 
even though it does not align with what we feel - or hear - or see - in our current circumstances. 

• Opening Prayer #3 by Holly Furtick on 2/7/2021:  Lord we thank you for this church – we thank you 
for your church – 15 years seems like a lifetime – and we think about all that you have done – thank 
you God that this is the place where you speak to me – no matter where are watching from – in our 
living room – driving in our cars – we are still listening – Lord please comfort us – encourages us – 
inspire us – and challenge us today – we want a touch from you lord – and we want to hear from 
you right now – speak to us Lord – in Jesus name we pray amen.   

• See Judges 6: 1 to 23 

• Title of today’s message is “I don’t think I’m ready for this.” 

• Have you ever felt that you weren’t ready for something while you are already in it? 

• We all encounter situations like this every day. 

• Sometimes it’s a pandemic – or during a job that you weren’t hired to do – or things that happened 
to you that are beyond your control – like caring for an elderly parent or fighting an illness. 

• How many of you feel that if we waited until you felt you were qualified - we were never going to 
do it.   

• So let’s examine the life of Gideon – a young man who is minding his own business – he was trying 
to survive like everyone else around him – but God called him out to lead his nation even though 
he didn’t think he was ready.   

• The Israelites were being driven to starvation by the Midianites.  What is unusual about this 
passage is that it is only a few generations after the Israelites fled Egypt – and here we find them 
hungry and hiding in their own land – a product of their own poor decisions – have you ever been 
hungry and hiding when you should have been flourishing in free? 

• We can all get this way once we are stripped bare – when unexpected circumstances come from 
now where – and knock us off our feet – perhaps even a new experience that we thought was 
going to be awesome.   

• When we experience adverse circumstances our instinctive reaction is to withdraw – just like 
Gideon – in some cases we do not even want to cry out to God and admit that we need help – and 
we think that hiding is the right thing to do at the time - even though it only makes us feel more 
isolated – and for whatever reason we find ourselves in this place - we convince ourselves that no 
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one understands and no one cares – triggering us to pull away even more – and then we starve 
ourselves from personal interaction – and hunger for acceptance – and we go onto scavenger 
mode – where we are mad a everyone – and we try to satisfy our souls in all of the those places 
that never fulfill us. 

• In Judges 6, the Israelites are so impoverished that they cry to the Lord. 

• And know this:  God hears our cries – any relief usually comes in the form of some action required 
of us.  

• In Judge 6, an angel comes to Gideon and calls him into action – we are Gideon will lead the 
Israelites in a fight to conquer their oppressors. 

• In judges six and seven we see that Gideon is full of doubt and fear however this changes to action - 
where he’s able to conquer his enemies in an incredible way.   

• In Judges 7, Gideon and 300 men are able to defeat the entire Midianites army of over 150,000 
men – and Gideon lives to become an old man. 

• Today I want to talk about the events that led up to Gideon in leading to this epic victory. 

• Yes the battle belongs to the Lord – but this does not mean we get to sit up in the stands and just 
watch like a spectator – so what do we do?  When we are entering a new season or a new battle, 
how do we shift from survivor mode to actually living out what God called us to be? 

• God never wants us to live in hiding.  God never wants us to scavenge for meat scraps on social 
media – and cry out to God so that you can be heard – He helps us – however, God does not do it 
for us. 

• It is in that place of crying out – the point when we don’t feel ready – this is where God does his 
greatest work – and as we talk through this story today – I’m going to give us things to remind 
ourselves about the nature of God - when you are facing a new situation and you don’t feel ready. 

• Here are the major points: 
o Gideon is called into action – From doubt to putting his faith into action 
o Yes You - God wants to use you. 
o  God Calls You According to Your Potential. 
o God is looking for Potential. 
o God Prepares You Along the Way. 
o Here is an important thing about strength – it is developed along the way.   
o God is Patient. 
o God Will Give You Peace Markers – Focus on the Peace Markers. 

• When we have to put our faith into action we have to remember who is on our side. 

• When God calls you he calls you according to your potential. 

• I don’t know much about wheat or winepresses – however I can probably guess that we are not 
supposed to thresh wheat in a wine press.   

• Gideon was hiding from the enemy and he was trying to get enough food to feed his family.   

• He was just trying to get through another day. 

• Then an angel comes down and calls him mighty warrior – however there’s nothing in Gideon’s 
life that suggests that he is in fact a mighty and warrior – he is hiding and he is starving.  Aren’t 
we all grateful that God calls us according to the potential that he sees in us – not our past 
decisions and not our present circumstances – don’t we all wish that we see ourselves as God 
sees us? 
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• At the age of 25 (just a few years outside of a dorm room) Steven and I planted a church in 
Charlotte – and our first thought was that we would do it much later in our life when we were 
older – we were not church planters and we certainly were not experts – God did not see us as 
children he saw us as providers – God does not see you as a stressed out mom – he sees you as a 
nurturer – he sees you as confident in your own personality – we might be hiding but that is not 
how God sees us - nor is it how we really are. 

• God is not looking for perfection - because if he was - he certainly would not have picked us – God 
is just looking for potential – God is perfectly OK with the space between who you are right now (in 
this moment) and who you’re going to become – God sees a fighter on the inside – God sees 
someone that will fight for progress – God sees a person that will fight for their family – it’s a 
person that will fight to keep their integrity and honesty even when they are challenged.   

• See vs. 13 - In Gideon’s current state, he is so bitter about the situation he does not accept the 
mighty warrior part – Gideon accepted the “Lord is with us part” – however he questions the 
situation because it doesn’t look not look like the promised land.   

• We’ve all had prayers like this:  Where are you God and why is this happening to me?  Why is 
everyone Else experiencing breakthrough except me?  Seriously God!  Why did you bless that 
person?  God where have you been?  God is so good – in fact that God is so good that he ignores 
our tantrums and continues to bless us. 

• God commands Gideon to save the Israelites based on the strength that he has. 

• Despite all our tantrums – I’m not good enough – I’m not old enough – I’m not experienced enough 
– I am too old – I am not strong enough - God says two words:  Yes – you.  God says I want to use 
you.  

• God will prepare you along the way – and we will never feel ready all of the time – and then fear 
and doubt set in – stop waiting to feel ready – and do the things that God calls you to do – in my 
experience God doesn’t typically call us to do something new – he calls us to continue to do what 
we can do - what we’re doing right now – but do so with a better attitude – and a bigger sense of 
purpose. 

• And the temptation is to walk away from what you were doing and start something new – where 
we say things like - I need a new marriage - or I need a new church - or I need a new job. 

• God tells Gideon “let’s go” for strength that you have a sufficient for what I have for you to do 
right now - When God gives you assignment he makes it big enough for you to question it – and 
small enough to take the first step. 

• You have the strength that you need for the task that you have been given today – God will never 
lay out the entire story out in front of you – otherwise we would never come out of hiding – and 
it’s not because there was a big bad terrible situation – it is because it is more than what you can 
ask or imagine.   

• I think about all the wonderful things that of happened over the last 15 years at this church – and 
God tells me this:  God only required enough strength of us to start – not to finish.   

• We all need starting Faith – the courage to start – similar to how we started this church during a 
core team meeting in Chunk’s living room – which is now a global ministry.   

• Today - God gives you the strength that you need right now. 

• Here is an important thing about strength – it is developed along the way – this is how faith grows.  



Page 9 of 10 
 

• Recall the sermon “Same Devils/New Levels” from last week – we might be fighting the same 
battles but in a stronger form – for those that are doing the fighting – and we are not fighting these 
battles alone anymore. 

• God continues to tell Gideon “I will be with you.” 

• See vs 15 to 23. 

• Gideon is still not on board with God’s plan. 

• And God does not answer these questions – God simply says I will be with you. 

• See Judges 7. 

• God is patient with us.  God is patient with our questions – God is patient with our fears – God is 
patient with our poor decisions – and God is waiting for us to come back to him. 

• Isaiah 40: 31:  “28 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one 
can fathom.  29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  30 Even 
youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the 
Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles;  they will run and not grow 
weary - they will walk and not be faint.” 

• However Gideon was not soaring on Eagles wings when the angle speaks to him – he was weary 
and he was hungry – and Gideon was out of patience with God – for seven years the Israelites were 
subjected to oppression. 

• Gideon had given up on God however God never gives up on us. 

• See Isaiah 40: 28.   

• So what does God’s calling me to do right now in 2021? 

• The word “calling” is such a religious word – a call to join the church – a call to the mission field – a 
calling for a new pastor – a call to surrender your life to Jesus Christ.  

• I can call you to do a lot of things - however - the most important part of the call is when we decide 
to surrender our lives to him – and this is what I think God was calling Gideon to do – as well as 
calling to complete a task.   

• God was calling Gideon to get out of survival mode and into a relationship with him. 

• See Judges 6: 19 to 23.   

• Gideon had that “flat bread faith” just like his ancestors (Kev note:  See Pastor Furtick’s sermon 
“What God Had Left Out – Flat Bread “Faith from Jan. 17, 2021).   

• God was waiting on him and Gideon did not have time to let the bread rise – recall that unleavened 
bread represented freedom from Egypt and it had significance to the Israelites. 

• Question:  What is meant by Gideon bringing a sacrifice?  God called us to sacrifice our gifts when 
we are called to him with our money and our time?  And then I remembered what Paul said in 
Romans 12.  See Romans 12: 1-2:  “12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world - but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.”  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” 

• What does God want?  God wants all of us – and all of me – He wants my whole life – note the 
purpose of my life is not about what I accomplish – it is who that I accomplish it with.   
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• God waited on Gideon – and God waited patiently for Gideon to accept his calling – so get it brings 
a costly sacrifice (a goad and bread while they were starving).   

• God is waiting for you right now – no future version of you – not the skinny got-it-together you – 
not married you – certainly not famous you – I does not need you to be famous in order to use you 
– God is waiting for you to come to him and leave behind all of the things you do not like about 
yourself – and leave behind everything you do not understand about God – to surrender yourself 
and faith. 

• Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling you. 

• The God of the universe is waiting for you – after Gideons gave his costly sacrifice – he was then 
able to see that the angel was God all along – then God tells Gideon do not be afraid because you 
will not die.  Then Gideon builds an alter to the Lord – as a peace-marker and the alter is called 
Yahweh Shalom.  When we say yes to God he gives us peace markers (not peace makers) – God is 
calling Gideon to fight - however God is also telling Gideon to mark the peace that he has in this 
moment – Yahweh Shalom means the lord is peace.  Do you have any peace markers that you 
have a long your faith journey?  These piece markers are also helpful during moments when I 
question if God is really with me.     

• This peace was not a call to the end of conflict – in fact the fight had not yet started yet – and 
points to something that you can’t put your finger on – and when Gideon experienced it – God 
spoke loud and clear to him – do not be afraid and you are not going to die. 

• Peace markers can be the answer to a prayer – a call from a dear friend – it can be sermon – a new 
campus - it can be a song – it can an event (like when Elevation Church drained the bank account to 
host an Easter event and Helicopter egg drop) 

• The fear never goes away – yes we grow strength in our fear – and the peace markers help us along 
the way.   

• In March 2020 - the shelter-in-place orders were established – and the fears returned – would the 
message still translate well when preaching into an empty room? – and people still showed up in 
the form of virtual watch parties and in the chat rooms – and with your giving – and with pastoring 
through Zoom and Facebook – and figuring out how to safely open up our campuses.   

• God gave us all the strength we needed at the time we needed it. 

• If we received all of the strength at once we would never need God.  

• Closing Prayer:  Judges 7 provides much greater detail as to how Gideon finally defeated his 
enemy – and I think the real battle was Gideon restoring his faith in God – He summon the 
strength to become the mighty warrior that God saw in him all along – I believe God stands 
before us today – patiently waiting for us to come back to him – for us to experience His 
presence in our day-to-day lives – God wants us to see that He is with us – even when our 
circumstances suggest otherwise – God waits to prepare a great feast for us – We do not have to 
be hungry anymore – God wants all of us – our pain – our fear – our questions – our secrets – our 
gifts – and our talents – God delights in us – God will give us the strength to handle whatever lies 
ahead – most of all, God will be with us and every step of the way – Thank you Lord – what man 
rejects, God selects – you might be in the loveliest or lowest place of your life – right now Jesus is 
calling and listening closely – it is a whisper that you can only hear with our spirit – it is the voice 
that has been with us our whole lives – but the other voices took over – This is your father 
welcoming you back home.  Join us in this homecoming invitation.  In Jesus name, Amen.   


